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(54) Container for bunches of flowers having improved functional features 

(57) A container for bunches of flowers, the particu- 
larity of which is the fact that it comprises a base ele- 
ment (2) from the perimeter whereof a plurality of 
elongated elements (4) extend; the elements (4) are 
able to curve toward the central vertical axis of the base 
element (2) and are monolithic with the base element 
which accommodates the stems of flowers meant to 
compose the bunch. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a container for 
bunches of flowers having improved functional features. 
More particularly, the present invention relates to a con- 
tainer for bouquets which allows to preserve the fresh- 
ness of the flowers used. 

It is known that so-called bouquets are generally 
prepared by using supports which allow to wrap the 
bunch of flowers and act, for all purposes, as a vase, 
allowing the florist to create a floral composition which 
does not have to be undone by the buyer to place it in an 
adapted vase. 

This allows the florist both to prepare different flora! 
compositions in advance and to quickly compose the 
bouquet, which can also be immersed in the water 
poured into the support. 

The conventional supports described above are 
constituted by a thin, transparent, flexible sheet made of 
plastics, which is shaped like a half-circle and is pro- 
vided with radial slits which form seats for the stems of 
the flowers the florist wishes to use to create the compo- 
sition. 

The florist thus places the stems of the flowers in 
the slits, according to the composition that he wishes to 
obtain, and then wraps the plastic sheet around the 
stems, obtaining a sort of cone from the apex of which 
the stems of the flowers protrude and are thus mutually 
fastened so that they cannot move. 

The resulting conical shape has an open bottom 
and is therefore rested on a transparent polypropylene 
sheet which is wrapped around the cone of the support 
and is tightly tied around its apex, so as to form both the 
bottom of the support and an aesthetically attractive 
covering for the cone. 

The polypropylene sheet allows to pour water into 
the cone, which accordingly acts, for all purposes, as a 
vase for the flowers contained in it. 

Although the above solution has a pleasant final 
aesthetic appearance, it has a series of drawbacks, 
including above all the fact that the stems of the flowers 
inserted in the slits of the thin flexible semicircular sheet 
can perforate the subsequent sheet of polypropylene 
wrapped around the conical support. 

This obviously entails the severe drawback that the 
water poured into the conical structure leaks from under 
the cone through the holes produced by the stems in the 
polypropylene sheet. 

Furthermore, the insertion of the stems in the slits 
of the support and the subsequent wrapping thereof 
around said stems is an operation which requires some 
manual skill in addition to being time-consuming. 

Another drawback of the above solution is the fact 
that although the diameter of the floral arrangement that 
the florist can obtain varies, the configuration of the sup- 
port is always conical and thus does not allow to vary at 
will the aesthetic effect of the resulting "vase". 

The aim of the present invention is therefore to pro- 



vide a container for bunches of flowers which can be 
filled with water with no risk of leakage. 

Within the scope of this aim, an object of the 
present invention is to provide a container for bunches 

5 of flowers which allows to vary at will the final shape of 
said container. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a container for bunches of flowers which is capable of 
giving substantial stability to the bunch of flowers. 

10 Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a container for bunches of flowers which can be used 
easily and at low costs. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a container for bunches of flowers which can be used 

15 with fresh, dried or artificial flowers. 

This aim, these objects and others which will 
become apparent hereinafter are achieved by a con- 
tainer for bunches of flowers, characterized in that it 
comprises a base element from the perimeter whereof a 

20 plurality of elongated elements extend, said elements 
being able to curve toward the central vertical axis of 
said base element and being monolithic with said base 
element, which accommodates the stems of flowers 
composing the bunch. 

25 Further characteristics and advantages of the 
invention will become apparent from the detailed 
description of an embodiment according to the inven- 
tion, illustrated only by way of non-limitative example in 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

30 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the container 
according to the present invention; 
Rgure 2 is a sectional lateral elevation view of the 
container according to the present invention, shown 
35 in the active configuration, with a bunch of flowers 
contained therein; 

Rgure 3 is a plan view of the container according to 
the present invention; 

Rgure 4 is a lateral elevation view of the container 
40 according to the invention, shown in its final config- 
uration; 

Rgure 5 is a partial sectional lateral elevation view 
of the container according to the invention, accord- 
ing to a first embodiment; 

45 Rgure 6 is a sectional elevation view of the con- 
tainer according to the invention, according to the 
embodiment shown in Figure 5; 
Figure 7 is a sectional lateral elevation view of the 
container according to the invention, according to a 

so second embodiment; and 

Rgure 8 is a sectional elevation view of the con- 
tainer according to the invention, according to the 
embodiment shown in Figure 7. 

55 With reference to the above figures, the container 
according to the present invention, generally designated 
by the reference numeral 1 , comprises a base element 
2 which has a raised perimetric rim 3 which forms a sort 
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of container tray meant to accommodate stems 1 1 of 
flowers forming the bouquet. 

The base element is advantageously circular. 

A plurality of elongated elements 4 extend from the 
raised rim 3 and are monolithic therewith; said elements 
are thin, so that they are flexible and can be curved 
toward the central vertical axis of the base element 2. 
The elongated elements are substantially perpendicular 
to the base element from which they extend, or can be 
angled slightly toward the outside of said base element 
so as to give the container a more rounded appearance 
when said elongated elements are curved toward the 
central axis. 

Said elongated elements have a conical contoured 
front surface, with the apex directed upwards so that 
once they are curved toward the center of the base ele- 
ment 2 the portion of elongated element 4 is visually 
reduced. 

Each elongated element 4 ends, at its free end, 
which lies opposite to the raised rim 3, with a retaining 
tooth 5 which is adapted to retain a raffia 6 used to tie 
together the free ends of the elongated elements 4. 

The raffia 6 thus has the purpose of fastening the 
elongated elements 4 to each other and around the 
stems of the flowers, as explained hereinafter. 

The outer surface of the tip of each elongated ele- 
ment 4 is rough, so as to prevent any slippage of the raf- 
fia 6 beyond the retaining tooth 7 in an upward direction. 

The upper ends 7 of the elongated elements 4 have 
rounded edges, so as to prevent said ends from perfo- 
rating the polypropylene sheet 8 meant to be wrapped 
around the container 1 . 

Ribs 9 can be provided adjacent to the lower por- 
tion of the elongated elements 4, at the base element 2, 
so as to graduate the flexing of the elongated elements 
4. Depending on the height of the ribs 9, the elongated 
elements 4 assume a more or less curved configuration, 
as shown in the figures, and particularly Figure 6, shows 
a possible bell-like shape assumed by the container 1 in 
the presence of the ribs 9, while Figure 7 is a view of the 
conical configuration which can be obtained without the 
ribs 9. 

Another rib 10 arranged circumferentially along the 
lower surface of the base element 2 acts as stable rest- 
ing element for the container 1 when it is placed on a 
level surface. 

Advantageously, the base element and the elon- 
gated elements that are monolithic therewith are 
molded from transparent plastics to allow light to pass 
toward the stems of the flowers and to allow said stems 
to be visible from outside. 

With reference to the above figures, the use of the 
container according to the invention is as follows. 

First of all, the florist places the stems 11 of the 
flowers, resting them so that their lower ends are 
against the upper surface of the base element 2, inter- 
twining them as required, and then flexes the elongated 
elements 4 toward each other in a central region, so as 



to then gather their upper ends 7 by means of the raffia 
6. 

In this manner, the raffia 6 mutually fastens the free 
ends 7 of the elongated elements 4, with the stems 1 1 

5 secured between them, but leaves a passage, albeit a 
minimal one, through which the water for preserving the 
flowers is poured. 

Once this operation has been completed, the poly- 
propylene sheet 8 is wrapped around the container 1, 

10 so as to decorate it in an aesthetically pleasing manner 
and at the same time to form a container in which water 
can be poured and contained. 

In practice, it has been found that the container 
according to the invention fully achieves the intended 

15 aim, since allows to avoid leakage of water poured into 
the container to preserve the flowers of the bouquet, at 
the same time ensuring simple use and a pleasant aes- 
thetic effect. 

The lower ends of the stems of the flowers and/or 
20 the wire optionally used to support the flowers are in fact 
unable to perforate the polypropylene sheet, since they 
rest directly against the base element, which prevents 
their contact with the polypropylene sheet. 

In practice, the materials used, so long as they are 
25 compatible with the specific use, as well as the dimen- 
sions, may be any according to the requirements and 
the state of the art. 

Where technical features mentioned in any claim 
are followed by reference signs, those reference signs 
30 have been included for the sole purpose of increasing 
the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly such ref- 
erence signs do not have any limiting effect on the inter- 
pretation of each element identified by way of example 
by such reference signs. 

35 

Claims 

1 . A container for bunches of flowers, characterized in 
that it comprises a base element from the perimeter 

40 whereof a plurality of elongated elements extend, 
said elements being able to curve toward the cen- 
tral vertical axis of said base element and being 
monolithic with said base element, which accom- 
modates the stems of flowers composing the 

45 bunch. 

2. A container according to claim 1, characterized in 
that said base element is circular and the elongated 
elements are arranged along its circumference sub- 

so stantially at right angles to said base element. 

3. A container according to claim 1, characterized in 
that said base element is a disk which has a raised 
rim along its entire circumference, said elongated 

55 elements being monolithic with said edge. 

4. A container according to one or more of the preced- 
ing claims, characterized in that the free ends of 
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said elongated elements are provided with a retain- 
ing tooth for the passage of a raffia meant to tie said 
elongated elements together in a curved position. 

5. A container according to one or more of the preced- s 
ing claims, characterized in that the free end of 
each one of said elongated elements tapers more 
than the underlying portion connected to the base 
element. 

10 

6. A container according to one or more of the preced- 
ing claims, characterized in that each free tip of said 
plurality, of elongated elements has a rough outer 
surface to prevent any slippage of the raffia, in addi- 
tion to said raffia retaining tooth. 75 

7. A container according to one or more of the preced- 
ing claims, characterized in that it comprises a plu- 
rality of ribs which are monolithic with said 
elongated elements, at said base element, and are 20 
adapted to stiffen said elongated elements and to 
limit and change their flexing. 

8. A container according to one or more of the preced- 
ing claims, characterized in that said base element 25 
and said elongated elements that are monolithic 
therewith are made of transparent material in order 

to allow to view said stems. 

9. A container according to one or more of the preced- 30 
ing claims, characterized in that said transparent 
material is plastics. 

1 0. A container according to one or more of the preced- 
ing claims, characterized in that said base element 35 
has, on its lower surface, a circumferential rib which 

is adapted to constitute a resting surface for said 
base element. 

1 1 . A container according to one or more of the preced- 40 
ing claims, characterized in that said degree of cur- 
vature toward the central axis of said base element 

is determined by the size of said ribs. 

1 2. A container according to one or more of the preced- 45 
ing claims, characterized in that the free ends of 
said elongated elements have rounded edges. 

1 3. A container according to one or more of the preced- 
ing claims, characterized in that said elongated ele- so 
ments have a conical shape, with the apex 
arranged at their free end. 
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